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Introducing the new    	
Hypalube C Range

Introducing the new Hypalube C Range from Granville. Specially formulated low 
and mid SAPS (sulphated ash, phosphorus and sulphur) technology oils meeting 
the requirements of ACEA C1, C2, C3 & C4. Formulated from premium quality 
base oils and the very latest in additive technology, these lubricants meet a wide 
range of modern engines that have exhaust after-treatment devices fitted.

The extended Hypalube range offers a complete package to the user enabling them 
to service the majority of makes and models in use today with confidence without 
breaking the bank.

For more information, visit: http://www.granvilleoil.com/products.php
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Grab your average bottle of motor oil off the shelf in your 
local retailer and you’re confronted with a whole lot of
jargon, acronyms and random numbers which will proba-
bly mean very little to you unless you’re in the know. And 
let’s face it, your owner’s manual isn’t much more help 
either. Sure it might give you a list of numbers and letters 
that translate into an oil spec that’s suitable for your vehi-
cle, but wouldn’t you like to know what it all really means?

Do you know your 0w/20 from your 5w/40? What’s the 
real difference between mineral and synthetic oil? ACEA? 
API? Well here’s my jargon busting guide to translating 
your oil bottle. 

So what about the numbers? Take a look at your oil bottle 
and the first thing you will probably notice a number like 
this:

This is the Viscosity Index. SAE stands for the ‘Society of 
Automotive Engineers’, this denotes a standardized rating 
system to tell you you roughly how fluid or viscous your 
oil will be when it’s being put to work in your engine. 
Basically, the higher the number, the more viscous the 
oil will be. Pretty simple right? However, in order to work 
well, the oil needs to be just the right viscosity to lubricate 
at different temperatures. When oil gets hot, it can become 
very thin and when it’s cold it will be much thicker. Older 
engines are built to handle Single Grade oils, but as tech-
nology has advanced the margin for error has decreased 
substantially and there is a greater need for control over 
how the oil behaves.

This is where Multi-Grade oils come in. It has been 

designed to behave differently at varying temperatures. It 
works on the same principle as the Single Grade rating 
but the number before the ‘W’ tells you how the oil be-
haves when cold and the number after the ‘/’ denotes how 
it behaves when hot. So in this case, a 5W/30 will behave 
like a 5-rated oil at low temperatures, allowing for better 
cold temperature performance, and it will behave as a 
30-grade oil at higher temperatures, holding its viscosity 
for more effective lubrication.

Generally, your User Manual will inform you of which 
grade you will need to use in your engine so pay attention 
to these numbers, especially if you are pointed towards 
a Multi-Grade oil. If the oil you pick out isn’t the right 
viscosity then the engine won’t run efficiently.

Mineral? Synthetic? What’s the Difference? So the next 
thing you will probably look at is this: 

This lets you know the type of base oil that the product 
has been made from, and there are three different variants 
on the motor oil market: mineral oil, synthetic oil and 
semi-synthetic oil.

Mineral Oil: Refined petroleum based oil.
Synthetic Oil: Manufactured oil from refined chemical 
compounds
Semi-Synthetic Oil: A blend of mineral and synthetic oils. 
Sometimes referred to as ‘premium’ oils.

Translating your   	
Oil Bottle
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If you need to ask a question about, or experience any problems with any of our products, you can call our friendly
Technical Support Team on +44 (0)1709 890099

Lines are open from 8:30am-4:30pm every weekday.

So let’s take a closer look at mineral and synthetic oil. You’re stuck between two, so what’s the difference? Well
without going too much into the science of oil composition, Synthetics are much more refined than a regular
mineral oil which means that there is more control over the performance of the finished product - tailoring things 
like the size of the oil molecules to suit specific engines, and removing impurities to meet new environmental
standards.

Now this isn’t to say that you should jump the gun and rush out to buy synthetic for your next oil change. Some 
engines require mineral oil over synthetic, particularly older models, so make sure you read your owner’s manual 
carefully before making your choice.

Next stop is that list of acronyms and perhaps even one or two manufactures names you will recognize:

This is the list of International and Original Equipment Manufacturer’s (OEM) Specifications. Sometimes Owner’s 
Manuals will refer to these specifications instead of, or in addition to, an oil grade recommendation. This categoriz-
es the oil based on a series of tests performed by a testing body, or is recommended by the manufacturer for use in 
a specific engine.

There are a few testing bodies but the Association des Constructeurs Europeens d’Automobiles (ACEA) and the 
American Petroleum Institute (API) are recognized as the established bodies. They grant a specification based on 
quality testing and let the user know that they have undergone the latest tests and which specs are now obsolete. 
Here you can find examples of ACEA and API testing specs for your reference.

It is now more common to see OEM specs on oil bottles. This is because as technology improves, manufacturers 
are tending to require oils which behave in a manner specific to the engine type. If your owner’s manual gives you 
an OEM specification make sure you buy your oil based on these specs above all others - they have suggested a 
specific oil for a reason so for best results follow their advice!

It’s important to ‘make the right choice’ when it comes to oil. If you do have any queries about making sure you pick 
the right oil for your motor, just give Granville’s friendly Tech team a call and they will be happy to help you out. You 
can also find a copy of their quick oil guide here for more information.
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     Connect with Granville
						         On our New Blog

Check out Granville Oil’s new blog: http://askmrgranville.blogspot.co.uk/ Keep up to date with our latest product 
news and in-depth technical features along with a large helping of motoring fun and mischief from Granville’s 
social media mascot.

Remember you can also connect with Granville via
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/granvilleoil 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/GranvilleOil
LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/granville-oil-&-chemicals-ltd 
Google+: https://plus.google.com/+Granvilleoilandchemicals 
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